[N

NI IR L !

1'04. H A.\-l.( -53 -

gy o

T

C e

PreSs Chjb \\/@teﬂ

A move to admit women as
membels of the National
Press Club falled yestmday
even though more than two-

thuds of the members vot-~

ing in a mafl refelcndum fa-
v01 ed it.

. the constitution, Of the 769
ballots retumed by mall 552
voted ai‘f1rmat1vely, 243 sald

¥no -and four -abstained. A

total of 709 affirmative votes

“would have effccted the'

chande

Proponents of the change

said they plan to raise the
Issue again in January and
predlcted passage.

-On a second question
;which depended on approv-
‘al of 'the first question,
the vote was almost evenly
split .on whether to retain

.special sex-segregated facili-

.ties, such as the men’s poker
:room and a ladies’ lounge.

. The vote was 373 for lim-
-ited segregation; 368
»adamst There were 28, ab
stentxons

. The results of the ballot- :

'E~ing by mail were reported
“last night to the club’s 12-
‘“member ‘board of governors

by Donald R. Larrabee, rep-
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S
. - f
resentmg the offxcml elcc- 5
tion committee ‘which -
counted the votes. =~ .~ ;
. Proponents  of chandlnv
the cluh's 6oyea1jold s‘tad‘
member shxp policy said they

~. hope to revive the matter at -
"A twothirds ma;outy of

»thc club’s 1,063 active mem-
“bers is required to change

the clubs annual member-
h1p meeting in January. At
that time, the constitution’:

. could be amended by a two-
“thirds” vote of those pxesent

at the meeting. - : .‘ :
Despite defeat of the pro-:
posal, proponents called the
vote “heartening.”
Until 10 years ago, the club
restricted women jounalists
covering events, including
the specches of national and

" international  leaders, to':

seats in the ballroom’s bal-
cony while members and.
their dining guests had ac-.
cess to the publie figures.
Since that time, women:

‘reporters covering speakers

at the club have been per-
mitted to dine with the men.

However, during the day,
they are restmcLed other-
wise to the East Lounge,
which is open to women for
luncheon. i

While the constitutional

amendment controversy has

* bgen going on,” some mem-

bels have accused their eol-’
Ieagues of considering the”
admission of women merely
to-improve the club’s finan-

ciil condition through addi- .

tional dues. However, club '
ofticers have reported to the

cgntrary that the club’s,
$100,000 deficit. has been .
abolished, and women’s po-

tentlal dues are not needed.

“{ ¥The National Organization |
fdf Women (NOW) recently -
protested the club’s contin-

ued segiegation.

:There ‘has, for inany:
yéars, been speculation that

'the National' Press Club

and its sister organization,
tiie Women’s National Press
Club would eventually :
merge.  However, * official
pfoposals have not been con-
sidered by either club, :
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